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MATTHEW xt. 12. 


1 hey that be whole need not a Phyſician, but 
1 they that are ſick. 


henſive apology, that the Lox D JESUS CHRIST 

was pleaſed to make in defence of his conduct, 
when tabernacling here below. One would imagine 
indeed, that if God ſhould have ſo loved the world, as 
to ſend his only begotten Son into it, to teach men the 
way of ſalvation, if perſons did not immediately aſſent 
to his divine commiſſion, yet at leaſt one would have 
imagined that the LoxD Jesvs CHRISTH ſhould have 
paſt unſpotted thro? it, I mean, that he ſhould have paſt 
uncenſured : But he that took care to ſlander God in 
Paradiſe, he that took care to ſuggeſt hard thoughts 
againſt God in the minds of our firſt parents, he took 
care to blacken the Redeemer, he took care to ſtir up 
prejudices in peoples minds againſt him; ſo that in- 
ſtead of being counted the Meſſiah, which was to come 
into the world, inſtead of being looked upon as the 
Saviour of ſinners, he was eſteemed a madman, he was 
looked upon as a deceiver, not only ſo, but as a Sama- 
ritan, as a devil; and his miracles, which were plainly 
owing to the power of Gop, were imputed only to the 
power of evil ſpirits: He caſts out devils, ſay they, 
by Belzebub the chief of the devils. And though Jzsus 
CHaR1sT ſpake as never man ſpake, though in his lips 
there was found no guile, yet there was not a ſermon 
that CyrIsT preached, there was not one ſingle action 
that he performed, but was blamed by the ſelf-righ- 


teous men of that generation; I ſuppoſe ye, know who | 
| I mean ; 


Tg. words are a ſhort, but withal a compre- 


8 


1 


I mean; they were thoſe that were called Scribes and 


Phariſees. Where ever I Es us went, where ever JIESsUsö 
preached, ſome of theſe men were always his attend- 
ants ; but they came not to be edified by him, they 
came to cavi)] at him, they came to find fault with 


| thoſe important truths that he delivered them. It ſeems 


nothing offended them ſo much, nothing ſtirred up the 
enmity that was in their hearts ſo much as our bleſſed 
Lox D's free, ſweet, and candid behaviour towards the 
very worſt of creatures, that went under the common 
denomination among the Jesus, of Publicans and Sin- 
ners. Their blaming our Lox p's conduct in this reſ- 
pect, was the occaſion of our bleſſed Lox 's ſpeaking 
the words of my text. 

That ye may ſee its reference to the context, TI will 
defire you, if you pleaſe, to go back with me. to the 
gth verſe of this chapter. The evangeliſt tells us, 
That as Jzsvs paſſed forth from thence, he ſaw a man 
named Matthew, fitting at the receit of cuſtom, This 
man is by Ze called Levi, which was a name more 
honourable, a name given him by the Romans, though 
Matthew out of humility and modeſty, as he gives ac- 
count of it himſelf, takes care to mention his common 
name as a Few. This man was fitting at the receit of 
cuſtom, he was what we now generally call a Cuſtom- 
houſe Officer, he was fitting near the key, he was 
fitting near the port where ſhips came in, in order to 
receive the king's taxes. Well, our Lorp it ſeems 
paſſed by, and we are told at the latter part of the 
verſe, that the LoRx D JESUS CaRisT ſaid unto him, 
Follow me! 'Two words only, but with thoſe two 
words (oh ! there went a power, there went an amazing 
power) the Lorp Jesus CaRisT at this time made 
Matthew willing in a day of his power. What did 
Matthew feel when the Lox p ſaid, Follow me? What 
did Matthery ſee when IEsus uttered theſe words ? Oh 
he ſaw that Jesus CHRIST was altogether lovely, he 
felt the love of Gop, he felt the power of CHRIST 
immediately captivating his heart, and therefore no 
wonder that we are told ſtill further in the latter part of 
the verſe, that he aroſe and followed him. I do not 
hear that Mattheau ſaith ſo much as, Pray give me leave 
. ⁊ rg ro TIT | 980 
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to ſettle my accounts, pray give me leave to go home 
and bid thoſe farewell that are at my houſe; no, he 
felt ſo much of the love of CHRIST conſtraining him, 
that he aroſe and followed him: Though it is probable 
that after this (and commentators generally agree in it) 
in order to clear up the prudence of Matthew's charac- 
ter and conduct, that he took ſometime afterwards to 
ſettle his affairs, that no one might blame him for that. 
And what do ve think his neighbours thought of it! ? 
Do not ye think his brethren in the cuſtoms looked up- 
on him as a great fool, as an enthuſiaſt, to leave a pro- 
fitable employ under the government, that perhaps 
brought him in ſome hundred pounds a year, to. go 
after a preacher, that perhaps was looked upon as a 
madman going up and down the country? But ZMat- 
thew, to let the world ſee that he did not repent of his 
bargain, though he doth not mention it himſelf, yet 
Luce mentions it for him. What is that? We are told 
that Levi made the LoRp Jxsus CHRIST a great Feaſt 


in his houſe. Generally when our children come into 
the world, we make a feaſt, and indeed it is not im- 


proper to rejoice upon ſuch an occaſion : But ati beau 
did that when he was leaving the world, which we ge- 
nerally do when our poor little ones are coming into 
the world, for, properly ſpeaking, that is cur bi th- 
day, in which we turn our back upon the world, and 
are reſolved, come what w:ll, to follow JESUS CHRIST. 
Well, and what doth Mattheao do? Having rtifted of 


the love of CHR 18 himſelt, he was not willing to cat 


his morſel alone, he longed now for the ſalvation . of 
others, therefore, thinks Matthes, I will make a feaſt, 
I will invite Pablicans and Sinners, I will invite my 
brethren in the cuſtoms, I will invite CHRIST, I will 
invite his diſciples at the ſame time, and who kncws 

but that the /ae CRS, who ſaid unto me, Follow 
ne, may likewiſe ſpeak to Heir fouls. Well, did Jz- 
sus when he was invited, refuſe to come? No, at the 
roth verſe we are told, chat it came to paſs as Irsus fat 
at meatin the houſe, many Publicans and Sinners came 
and ſat down with JEsus and his diſciples. Well may 
it be uſhered in with the word, Bchold ; Matihew, 


Who wrote this, being a Publican himſelf, by putting 
in 
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in this word, doth as were ſay, Reader, whoever thou 


art that heareſt this ſtory, ſtop a little, pauſe a little, 


and ſtand aſtoniſhed at the condeſcenſion of Jesvs 
CnarIsT. Says pious Biſhop Hall upon this place, 


What do I ſee, ſays he, the Los D JESUS Carts ſit- 
ing in company with a parcel of Publicans and Sinners, 


that were reckoned the greateſt rogues, the greateſt 
villains under the ſun. This was a ſight, ſince he did 
not converſe with them as their companion, that was 
pleaſing to Gop, that was pleaſing to the holy angels. 
But what pleaſed Gop, what pleaſed the holy angels, 
always is diſpleaſing and offenſive to the devil and the 
devil's children, the ſelf-righteous Phariſees. We are 
told in the 11th verſe, when the Phariſees ſaw it, when 
they ſaw the Loxp Jesus CRRIST in, what they thought 
ſuch ſorry company, they ſaid unto his diſciples, Why 
eateth your maſter with Publicans and Sinners ? Obſerve, 


they did not come directly to ſpeak to CHRISH him- 


ſelf; for have generally obſerved, that the enemies of 
JIrsus CnrisT, for all their bluſtering, when you 
come to talk with them, are generally cowards, and 


they generally fight as the Indians do in America, I 
mean behind trees and buſhes, and in the dark, that 


you can ſeldom know who they are. But it ſeems they 
had an intention to ſow the tares of diviſion, and the 
ſeeds of diſunity between CHRIST and his diſciples : 

Why, ſay they, eats your maſter with Publicans and 
Sinners? See, a man that pretends to be holy, that 
pretends to be the Meſſiah, that pretends to be a great 
prophet, ſee what company he keeps, we would not 
keep ſach company for never ſo much. Why ? it was 
but a poor ſilly queſtion, but weak a queſtion as it 
was, perhaps it might puzzle our Loa p's diſciples ; for 
there are many a reaſoning Phariſee, that has got a 
learned head, that can puzzle a weak chriſtian, that 
has got little knowledge, and yet has an honeſt up- 
right heart. But here's the comfort of the weak children 


, of Gop, when they cannot ſpeak for themſelves, the 


Lord JEsus CarisT will ſpeak for them; and there- 
fore we are told at the 12th verſe, that when IESsus 
heard that, when he heard them put ſuch a captious 
queſtion to his poor weak ones, ſays our Lord, I _ 

| ta Ke 


E 
take their parts, I will give you an anſwer ; you aſk 
why I eat with Publicans and Sinners, I tell you, They 
that are whole need not a phyſician, but they that are ſich. 
This was a direct anſwer to their queſtion, as much as 
to ſay, Poor creatures, I am come down from heaven to 
earth on purpoſe to be a phyſician to ſouls; ye Scribes 

and Phariſees that are ſettled on your Lees, ye are 

whole-hearted, ye do not feel the weight and burdea 
of your fins, and therefore I have nothing to do with 
you, or ye think ye have nothing to do with me; as 
people that are in health do not ſeek after a phyſician, 
ſo ye that think ye do not want CaRisT, ye do not 
ſeek after my righteouſneſs, my blood, my merits, my 
teaching at all; but theſe poor Publicans and Sinners 
that ye deſpiſe, theſe perſons feel their miſeries, being 
ſenſible of their diſeaſe; as ſick people run to a phyſi- 
cian, ſo do theſe people run to my doctrine, and that's 
the reaſon I converſe with them, for ta whom ſhould 
the phyſician go but to ſick and diſeaſed patients. This 
ſeems to me to be the genuine meaning of the words. 
But if you pleaſe, at preſent we'll leave Matthew, we'll | 
leave the Loxp Jesvs ſitting together with the other 
Publicans and Sinners. I would at preſent take the 
words of the text by themſelves, as they contain a very 
important and a very inſtructive propoſition, And in 
order that I may explain them in a proper manner, 

Firſt, I. I ſhall endeavour to ſhow you who we are 
to underſtand by the whole, and how it is that the 
wwhole need not a phyſician. 

Secondly, II. Who we are to underſtand by the fel, 
and how it is that thoſe that are ſick need a phyſician. 

I ſhall then, Thirdly, III. by way of application, ad- 
dreſs myſelf (1.) to you (as I ſuppoſe there are ſome 
ſuch) who may properly be called wwhole-hearted people: 
I ſhall (2) next ſpeak to you who are indeed a /:z7le ich, 
but not ſick enough. I ſhall (3) ſpeak to thoſe who 
are really properly ſick. And (4) conclude by 
ſpeaking to thoſe who hawe been fick, but, through 
the grace of Gop, by coming to this great phyſician, 
have in ſome meaſure been made whole. 

Firft, I. I would endeavour to explain to you who 
we are to underſtand by the ahl. | Fa 

n 
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And here if I was to obſerve the ſame imprudent 
method of interpreting ſcripture, as Socinians and 
Hereticks do, taking the words juſt as they are, with- 
out obſerving that only real apoſtolical rule of inter- 
preting ſcripture, I mean, comparing ſpiritual things 
With ſpiritual, one text with another, if I was to ob- 
ſerve this rule (which indeed the devil firſt taught man- 
kind, when he quoted icripture to our Lord) I might 
make the text ſpeak either nonſenſe, or make the ſcrip- 
ture ſpeak againſt the doctrine of original Sin. The 
Socimans, becauſe Jesus CHRIST ſays in one place, 
'The father 1s greater than I, taking that text by itſelf, 
therefore they pretend to fay that Jesus CHRIST is not 
equal to the Father. The Papiſts, becauſe Carisr 
fays, This is my body, taking theſe words by them- 
felves, they would therefore make us belteve that a 
little bread and a little wine 1s tranſubſtantiate, and 
turned into the very material body and blood of Jesus 
CHRIST, that ſeventeen hundred years ago hung upon 
the croſs, Now if we take the words in this way as 
they do there, then we” muſt own that there is ſuch a 
perſon in the world as a whole perſon, and conſequent- 
ly that there is no ſuch thing as Original Sin, eonſe— 
quently all the doctrines which repreſent man as alto- 
gether gone out of the way, and altogether become 
abominable, are indeeq good for nothing and fall to 
the ground. But for ny part (I really believe a man 
muſt turn Scep2ic to the higheſt degree) I believe a man 
muſt have no uſe of his common reaſon, he muſt be in- 
fatuated or ſin againſt light, and ſpeak againſt his con- 
ſcience, who dares hold out againſt the doctrine of Ori- 
ginal Sin deliberately. Indeed if we conſider man in 
one or two views, I will acknowledge he' was a whole 
creature. If you look upon him as he came' firſt out of 
the hands of Gop, when Gop breathed into him the 
breath of life, and he became a living ſoul, then I be- 
lieve (to make uſe of the terms that the Rev. Mr. FJere- 
miab Collier makes uſe of in one of his eſſays, I believe) 
man came into the world a perfect major, he was per- 
fect, he was entire, he lacked nothing, as he was the 
laſt part of the creation, ſo he was the maſter-piece of 


the creation. Gop when he looked upon the other 
| works 


„ 

works of his hand, ſaid they were good; but when 
that lovely creature man was made, Gop ſaid, and 
Goo always judgeth right, Gop ſaw all things, and 
they were very good. Now view man in this ſenſe, in 
this ſituation, I believe he was a whole creature, whole 
in his ſoul and body; he was perfectly holy, and there- 
fore perfectly happy; he knew no ſin, and therefore 
knew no pain. And if you look upon man as redeemed 
by the blood of CarisT, if ye look upon man as ſanc- 
tified by the ſpirit of Car1sT, if ye look upon him as 
dreſt in his reſurrection cloaths, with his body faſhioned 
like Car 1sT's glorious body, and as preſented blameleſs 
before the father by the dear ſaviour of man, take 
man and conſider him in either of theſe views, and then 
indeed he is a whole creature. But view him as he 
comes into the world now, view him as naturally engen- 
dered, as the offspring of fallen Adam, view him as a 
branch ſpringing from ſuch a root, my dear friends, I 
believe we may ſay, Eye hath not ſeen, nor hath the 
ear heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of all the 
men of the world, fully to conceive what a poor ſickly, 
diſordered, ſenſual, earthly creature man is. The de- 
ſcription that 1/aiah gives of the Jewiſh polity, is a 
deſcription given of your heart and mine, The whole 
head is fich, the whole heart is faint, from the crown of 
the head to the ſole of the foot, ſays he, we are full of 
wounds and bruiſes and putrifying ſores, there is indeed 
no health in us. And however ſome people may riſe 
againſt miniſters, that paint out man in ſuch black 
colours, yet I will defy any perſon here, I will defy any 
man in the world, to ſay worſe of the devil himſelf, 
worſe of all the devils in hell, than a prophet inſpired 
by the Holy Ghoſt ſays not only of one heart or two 
hearts, but the heart of every man living, What is 
that? „The heart, ſays he, is deſperately wicked, 
the heart is deceitful above all things.” Fer. xvii. g. 
I could not ſay worſe of the devil himſelf, I could only 
repreſent him as a deſperately wicked creature, as one. 
that was deceitful above all things ; and yet this is the 
very thing Gop ſays of ne, Gop ſays of thee O man, 
God ſays of every one that now ſprings from a fallen 
creature, Adam. And however perſons may ſtand out 

Cd againſt 
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as they are ſpoken. Need not the phyſician; indeed 


10 
againſt this doctrine, however ſome by an unſcriptural 
ſophiſtry may ſay, that what Paul ſays of the Ephęſians, 
is only applicable to the Gentile world, and not to us, 
et Jam ſure whenever ye come to be awakened, and 
the fpirit of Gop reacheth your hearts, inſtead of find- 


ing fault with miniſters that ſay ye are ſickly creatures, 


I believe ye will be glad to hear the moſt ſearching 
preacher diſſect your hearts, and after they have done 
all they can, ye will ſay, They have not deſcribed my .. 


Heart black enough, my heart, comparitively ſpeaking, 


is as black as hell, and every one that now ſpeaks will 
ſay. Mine heart by nature is in ſome reſpect worſe than 
the devil, for I never yet heard that the devil had an 
offer of the blood of CHRIS TH to pardon him, as you 
and I had. When our Lord therefore ſays, They that 
are whole, we are not to underſtand him as though he 
meant that there was now ſuch a creature as a whole 
creature ſince the fall, but our Lox po means they that 
7hink themſelves whole, they that were never yet awa- 
kened, they that never felt the arrows of Gop flicking 
faſt in their hearts, they that were never made to be 
weary and heavy laden with the ſenſe of their ſins. 
'This was the caſe of the Scribes and Phariſees, this was 
the caſe of poor Paul before he was converted : Oh, 


ſays he, I was touching the law blameleſs, he had no 


ſpot in him at all : I was alive without the law once. 
And this was the caſe of that proud Phariſee that we are 
told came up to the temple to pray, but his manner of 
praying plainly ſhews that he came up to the temple 
to boaſt ; I thank thee, O Gov, that I am not as other 
men, extortioners, adulterers, or even as this Publican. 
Here was a whole hearted creature, there was not one 
petition for pardon of fin. No! The Phariſees looked 
upon all ſinners and the poor Publicans with contempt ; 
and therefore they imperiouſly and proudly ſaid to the 
poor man that was born blind, but recovered by 
CHRIST, Thou waſt altogether born in fin, and doſt 
thou teach as? Such perſons our Lok sp tells us, that I 
may carry on the thread of the diſcourſe, need not the 
phyſician. | | 

Now theſe words are not to be underſtood literally 


theſe 
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theſe poor ſouls do need him. And though I would not 


pretend to judge people, and I think all chriſtians, and 
eſpecially young chriſtians, ſhould take care of forming 
their judgment of perſons and things too raſhly, ſhould 
take care of determining people's ſtate, and leave that 
to the Loxp JESUS CHRIST. Yet I may venture to 
affirm this, that if I have reaſon to think I am conver- 
ſing with a poor, dead, whole-hearted, ſelf-conceited 
hypocrite, ſelf-conceited Pharifee, that perhaps may 


go to church, that perhaps may get a token, that per- 


haps may receive the facrament ; that perhaps may 


now and then pray in his cloſet, and upon accouint of 


theſe may fancy he is in a good ſtate, and when the 
miniſter ſpeaks to finners, he thinks he is ſpeaking to 
others, and not to him ; when I ſpeak to ſuch a perſon, 


though every thing is alike capable to omnipotency, yet 


I have more hope of a harlot, a .ſabbath-breaker, a 
curſer, a ſwearer, than of that perſon that thinks him- 
ſelf good enough already. I think I have got the au- 
thority of Jesus CHRIST’ to affirm this; when he is 
ſpeaking to theſe kind of perſons, our bleſſed Loꝶ v 


tells them, Publicans and harlots enter into the king- 


dom of Gop before you. And therefore I conclude, 
if I had reaſon to think I was talking with ſuch a man, 
I could look in his face, I could weep over him, as once 
Eliſha did over Hazae!, to think in what a poor ſtupid 
condition that man's ſoul is in, he, of all people in the 
world, needs the phyſician, he needs the hammer of 
Gop's law, he needs the knowledge of Iss CHRIS, 
he needs the knowledge of himſelf, he has not yet 
learned the firſt leſſon of chriſtianity, namely, to know 


himſelf. And therefore when our Loxp ſays, The 


whole need not the phyſician, we are not to under- 


ſtand him, as if they did zor need him in reality, but 


that the poor, dead, ſtupid creatures do not /ee that 
they need him. Hence it was, that the Scribes and 
Phariſees rejected the counſel of Gop againſt them- 
ſelves. a 

II. But J do not love to dwell long upon this un- 


pleaſant character. And therefore if you pleaſe, I will 


come tothe other part of my text, and explain, Secondly, 
| m_ What 
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What is meant by the ſick, They that are awhole need 


not a phyſician, but they that are ſich. 
Now, I ſuppoſe by the ſick, we are not to underſtand 
the fick in body. It is true Gop often 1s pleaſed to 


make uſe of the ſickneſs of the body in order to make 
' the ſoul ſick, and in order to bring the ſoul home to 


Es Us CHRIST to get ſaving health. But this ſickneſs 
of itſelf will not do. I doubt not but many of you can 


| Prove this: And perhaps there is not a perſon in this 
congregation but has been viſited with ſome ſickneſs or 


other, and promiſed to be mighty good when he got 


well, and perhaps whenever ye got well, your fine re- 


ſolutions were gone, and you have lived in the breach 

Gop's commandments ever fince. When our Lox p 
talks of peoples being ſick, he means thoſe that are fick 
in their Heart, thoſe that are ſick in their /ouls, For, as 
there is a boaily, ſo there is a ſpiritual ſickneſs. And 
however ſome of you may be /ecure now, however ye 
may be well now, yet if ever ye hope to enter the gates 
of heaven, to live with the. bleſſed Gop for ever, the 
eternal Gop by his bleſſed ſpirit muſt make you /ich. 
Sick of what? I will not pretend to preſcribe to the 
ſpirit of Gop, but by all I can judge from the word of 
Gop, and by all I can judge from people's experience 
that I have heard, the Holy Ghoſt generally takes this 
method, he makes a poor ſoul ſick of ſome great and 
notorious fin, of which he has been guilty. Gop deals 
with a poor ſinner very often, as a judge, or as a clerk 
of the aſſize deals with a man that has got ſeveral bills 
of indictment to be brought againſt him, perhaps the 
man is brought to the bar, perhaps he is accuſed of 
five or ſix things. Well, ſays the clerk of the aſſize, 
either of theſe will do his buſineſs, either of theſe will 
condemn him, we'll take hold of the greateſt crime, 
we'll bring that bill againſt him firſt, and if he 1s 
brought in guilty there, it will render all the other 


bills of indictment unneceſſary. So when a poor ſin- 


ner is to be brought to God, the bleſſed ſpirit of Gov 
generally takes hold of him for ſome notorious crime he 
has been guilty of. Thus, when our Lox p had a mind 
to convert the poor woman at the well, our Lord firſt. 


mvinced her of adultery ; Woman, ſays he, go * 
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thy huſband ; Oh, ſays ſhe, I have no huſband. Now 
when our Los p ſaid, Woman go call thy huſband, he 
let light into that woman's heart, and made her whe- 
ther ſhe would or not (at leaſt he ſweetly conſtrained 
her) to acknowledge herſelf to be an adultereſs, I have 
no huſband, and then all her other fins came into her 
mind ; away ſhe goes, and ſays, Come, ſee a man that 
hath told me all that ever I did; is not this the CHRIST TD 
Thus when Paul was converted, pray what does the 
Lorp JESsVs CHRIST do ? Why, he arreſts him, he 
takes him as it were by the throat, and ſays, Saul, 
Saul; what follows F why perſecuteſt thou me! The 
Los p Jesus laid hold on him for perſecution. And 
after he had convinced him of his perſecution, he lays 
all his other fins before him, ſo that for three days and 
three nights, poor Paul could eat and drink nothing ; 
and how could he, when the wrath of an uzreconciled 
 Gop was lying upon him? So when Gop has a mind 
to convert a ſinner, he makes him e, perhaps of 
curſing, (wearing, lying, ſabbath-breaking, diſobedi- 
ence to parents, uncleanneſs, ſome particular ſecret fin 
that he has been guilty of; And then, Oh the poor crea- 
ture has got all his ſins brought before him, perhaps all 
the fins that ever he committed ; perhaps though they 
have been committed twenty, thirty, or forty years 
ago, they come as freſh into his mind, as if they had 
been committed within four minutes. Then the poor 
creature that could break the ſabbath, that could go to 
balls, and aſſemblies and plays, that could go to cock- 
fighting and other ganfes; Oh now the poor creature 
begins to be ſick, and cries in the bitterneſs of his 
heart; Oh my ſabbath-breaking, Oh my curſing, Oh my 
ſwearing, Oh my diſobedience to my parents, Oh my ly- 
ing, Oh that ſweet morſel that once I rolled under my 
tongue, how bitter are they to my ſoul; now the poor 
creature cries out, the remembrance of them is grie- 
vous to me, the burden of them is intolerable : And as 
a perſon /t in body expreſſes un eaſineſs, ſo a perſon 
that begins zhus to be {ck of /in, is uneaſy in /oul. Tell 
ſuch a perſon of ſuch a fine entertainment, (aſk him to 
£0 to a ball, to a play or to an aſſembly) as perſons 


that are fick ſay, they are /o /ic4 they cannot go out; fo 
| perſons 
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perſons that are /ic+ of /in ſay, Away with theſe curſed 


things, I have now nothing more to do with them; 
where ſhall I get a pardon; Oh for one drop of the 
redeemer's blood to waſh away the ſins of my ſoul. 
This is not all, if the work of Gop is thorough in the 
finners heart, the ſpirit of Gop goes deep into the ſou], 
and the creature begins to be ſick not only of his ac- 


tual fins, but of his original fin. Dear, ſays the poor 


creature, how came I to be ſo wicked ? how came I to 
be ſuch a notorious wretch ? how came I to break the 
ſabbath, to lie, curſe and ſwear ? The ſpirit of Gop 
goes deep into the ſoul, at laſt the poor creature finds 
out the fountain from whence all theſe curſed polluted 


| ſtreams flow. Oh ſays the poor creature, now I find I 


have got a deſperately wicked heart, now I find my 
heart is deceitful above all things, now I ſee the doctrine 
of original in, now I ſee it in a light I never ſaw it be- 
fore. Now a creature that thought he had got a good 
heart, begins to find he hath got nothing but fin. 'This 
was the caſe of Paul, when the law came, fin revived, 
and I died. I was alive without the law once, ſays 
Paul, he thought he was blameleſs, that he was a good 
man, and had no ſpots, but now he died. Suppofing 
any of you was in a dark room, all the windows ſhut 
if there were never ſo much duſt in the room, you can 
not ſee it, becauſe it is dark, but open the windows, 
and ye will perhaps ſee millions of atoms flying in the 
room. It is juſt ſo in a poor man and woman's heart, 
before the light of Gop's grace enter in there, corrup- 


tion lies in the heart, millions of them, but for want of 


divine light we do not ſee them. Now when Goo 


comes, and ſays, Let there be light, then the poor 


creature ſees fin to be exceeding ſinful, then the poor 
creature ſays, I am an ill-deſerving, an hell-deſerving 
creature, my heart is blacker than hell, O wretched 
man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from this body of 
death. This is the reaſoning of ſome poor creature 
under awakenings ; they are like to pull their heart 
out. But this is not all. The poor creatures will lick 
themſelves whole; I will go to church and pray, and I 
will work out mine own falvation, then ſurely Gop 
will have mercy on me. All this is right, a perſon 


ſhould, and will pray, when God lays his hand _ 
im 
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him, and a perſon ſhould go tochurch, and make uſe 
of the means of grace. But then a perſon begins to 
find that all his duties will not ſave him, that his zears 
want to be repented of, and his tears need to be waſhed 
over again in the blood of the redeemer. At laſt the 
perſon find himſelf ſelf-righteous, and therefore Gop 
working upon his ſoul, makes him as /c of his tears as 
of his /ins, and then the poor creature comes almoſt to 
deſperation, begins now to deſpair ; Oh dear I am ſick, 


_ what ſhall I do to be /aved ? I find my tears, my prayers 


my performances, will not do. The poor creature is 
exceeding fick, and as Rebecca cried out once, ſo doth the 
poor ſoul cry out, Give me a CunrisT, give me 
CarisT's blood or I die, I die, I am damned for ever. 
This was the caſe of the poor Jailor ; there was an 
earthquake about the priſon, but there was a greater 
earthquake in his /ou/, he was pricked at the heart, he 
comes out full of conſternation, ſaying, What ſhall I 
do to be /aved? but at laſt the poor creature is made 
f/ick of the /in he never thought of before: What is that? 
He is made ſick of anbelief. The poor creature thought 
before he had got Faith, to be ſure, having went to 
church, and received the ſacrament, to be ſure he had 
got faith. But now the poor creature finds, tho* he 
had eat bread, and drank wine, he had never diſcerned 
the Lorp's body; he thought he gelieved in CHRIST, 
becauſe he heard of ſuch a perſon as CHRISTH, and if 
he had been born among the 'Turks, he would alſo have 
believed in Mahomet. But now the poor creature thinks 
he can no more believe than he can move the ſun. 
LorD help my unbelief, is the language of a poor ſin- 
ner; the poor creature finds that CRHRISTH is to be the 
author and fniſper of faith. What would I give, ſays a 
poor ſoul, if I could have one glance, one glimpſe of 
Jesuvs Car1sT ? What would I give, if I could but 
now venture as a poor, loſt, undone, damned creature, 
upon JESUS CHRIST ? What would I give if I could 
exert but one act of faith upon the Log Jesus 


CanrisrT and his righteouſneſs. Now the poor crea- 


ture is ſick indeed; th? poor ſoul needs a phyſician 


he feels that he needs one, and as a ſick patient ſays, 


for God's ſake ſend for a phyſician; as when a perſon 
1s 
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is taken with a fit, his friend will ſay, pray ſend for 
ſome body to bleed him ; ſo will this poor creature 
ſay, O Lox p Jesvs, ſend thy Se to heal me, O 
Lox Dp CHRIST, ſend thy ſpirit into my heart to cure 
my ſoul : Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no phy- 
ſician there. The poor creature now mourns all the 
day long ; he refuſes to be comforted : Perhaps ſome 
kind friend will bid that perſon get into fome merry 
company ; the poor creature will anfwer, as I know a 
man did to a woman, that, to direct her, bid her go to 
a doctor, and be 4/ooged + Oh ſays ſhe, CHRIS muſt 
give me phyſick, and work it in my foul, or I ſhall never 
get peace in my heart. The poor creature ſays, Miſe- 
rable phyſicians, miſerable comforters are ye all; none 
but the b/ood of CHhAIS T can heal me. In this ſenſe 
ſuch a perſon needs a phyſician : This however I can- 
not explain and open further to you; III. For I muſt 
Thirdly, as I propoſed, ſpeak to four different ſorts of 
ople. 

I And now, my dear friends, I cannot ſay but at- 
tention (fo far as I can judge by your looks) fits upon 
your faces. There is a great congregation of precious 
and immortal ſouls now here, and it is no ſmall ſelf- 
denial to me, only I would ſubmit to the will of Gop, 
that the weakneſs of my body, and my hoarſeneſs at 
preſent, will not ſuffer me to ſpeak with that vivacity, 
life and earneſtneſs that otherwiſe I would, or ſo /oud as 
I would defire to be heard : But however if ye have 
been attentive to what has been ſaid, and if my voice 
has reached you, if ccnſcience has done its preſent 
buſineſs, I do not doubt but there is ſome of you here, 
as I have been drawing the picture of the avhole hearted, 
as I have been drawing the picture of thoſe that are 
ſick, I do not doubt but ſome of you may ſay, Surely 
he hath drawn my picture; ſurely there are ſome fea- 
tures of that picture that reſemble me. What ſay ye, 
my friends? I hope I have got no Arians or Socinians; I 
hope I have got no ſuch hereticks here; I hope none of 
you here are ſuch monſters. I am perſuaded I have 
not been preaching to all, thoug! to ſome of you ſtrange 
doctrine ; but the doctrine ye have ſucked in, as it were 
with your mother's milk. You have been trained up 


in your chatechiſm ; you have learned perhaps to talk 
of 


E 
of original ſin; but ye are in danger of ſtopping ſhort 
of CHRIST, if Gop does not convert you and awaken 
your ſouls, Though ye may have the knowledge of 
CarisT in your heads, yet if ye do not take care, ye 
will take up with this mere head knowledge, without 
having a CRHRISTH in your hearts. I hope there are none 
of you here but what make conſcience of keeping the 
ſabbath, and perhaps che moſt of you have fome time 
or other received the ſacrament of CaRisrT's bleſſed 
body and blood. Well, my friends, do not think I am 
diſſuading you from the church; do not think I am 
diſſuading you from the means of grace, but as I am 
ſpeaking in the name of the king of kings, and Lord 
of Lords as I am delivering doctrine which I hope is 
agreeable to the word of Gop, let me exhort you, I 
think I can ſay I exhort you as a friend, for at preſent 
my heart bleeds for you, and my bowels yearn towards 
you ; let me exhort you to examine yourſelves, whether 
there are not too many of you here, that though ye are 
profeſſors, though ye have got a CRRISH in your head, 
| yet are awhole hearted, and were never pricked in heart 
by the ſpirit of Jesus CHRIST. Are there not too ma- 
ny ſuch here; come do not be afraid to diſcover to 
yourſelves the cheat. Say, LoR D Gop, let me know 
my ſtate. I know ſome of you will be as I was, when 
the Loa p firſt ſtruck me: I felt a great inclination as 
I was riſing one morning, to examine myſelf, but having 
been uſed to play at cards; having been uſed to read 
plays, ſpending my time by no means well, I thought 
it was very ungrateful to trouble myſelf about my Heart; 
I thought it was juſt like raking into a ſtinking dung- 
hill ; therefore fain would I have put it off to a more 
convenient ſeaſon ; but Gop gave me grace to find my- 
ſelf to be whatI was, indeed a poor good for nothing, 
ill deſerving, and hell deſerving creature. And now, 
my friends, you that are young would fain put it off till 
ye be old; ye that are ave] would put it off till ye are 
beginning to be ie, and going to die: But pray do not 
put it off till that time. If ye be near death (as I have 
been ſeveral times within theſe twelve months) ye will 
find ſomething more to do beſides taking care of 


your ſouls ; and ye will be made to fay, Oh what ſhould 
C | I do 


E 
I do if faith and repentance were to begin now. Search 
therefore, try, examine yourſelves. You cannot ſay 
you have got much buſineſs to do on Sundays at leaſt--- 
your ſhops will not hinder you; you are not afraid of 
loſing cuſtomers : Now then deal faithfully with your- 
ſelves ; and I am perſuaded among ſuch a multitude of 
| ſouls, if you do deal faithfully with yourſelves, ſome of 
you will ſay, If this man ſpeak right, if his doctrine is 
agreeable to the word of Gop, I am one of the whole 
| | hearted ; I never yet ſaw my want of a Saviour; I have 
wh cried for the loſs of a wife, of a child, of this or that 
1 | thing, but I have never yet cried for the loſs of my ſoul ; 
— - | I have been ſick of this and that diſtemper, but Gop 
WUih Almighty knows I was never fick of fin yet. Is this 
i your caſe ? Are ye whole hearted? We generally ſay 
| when a man has broken his heart, Poor man, he hath 
| broken his heart : and indeed they are to be pitied that 
never had a broken heart, However ye may think of 
14 it, yet I am ſure I cannot put up a better prayer for you, 
j | and I all put it up for you; The Lord JESUS CHRIST 
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break every one of your hearts to day : For, till your 
heart is broken; till ye feel the want of a Saviour, alas 
ye are in an undone, and in a damned condition. Sup- 
abs! poſing, my dear friends, the wind blow very hard; 

| ' ſuppoſing a river in a ferment ; ſuppoſing there was a 
little bridge of three or four inches over that river, and 
the waves beating over the bridge ; ſuppoſing ye ſaw a 
drunken man going over that bridge, would ye not 
tremble for him ? would ye not expect to ſee him fall? 
and ye would pity him becauſe the poor man is drunk. 
Alas! this is thy caſe, thou poor whole hearted creature. 
thou art going over the narrow bridge of this life ; thou 
art poor, miſerable, blind and naked, yet thou art ſo 
drunk with ſecurity, that, poor ſoul, thou doeſt not 
know what condition thou art in; thou art going 
mighty quiet over this bridge; hell on every fide o, 
thee, and thou knoweſt it not. Awake thou ftout 
hearted creature; I call to thee as the ſailors called to 
Fonah ; theu art ſleeping in a ſtorm ; awake thou 
ſleeper, and call upon thy Gop. Oh that Gop would 
ſpeak to thy heart, and make uſe of his word, as he 
once made uſe of Maſes rod, to break thy rocky heart 
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in pieces. Oh! had I ſtrength to convert you equal to 
my will, I would thunder in your ears, and in your 
eyes flaſh lightning. O that Gop was pleaſed by his 
bleſſed ſpirit to bring it home to thy heart. Let the 
language of thy heart be, what the language of a poor 
captain of a ſhip was, when he was under convictions, 
about midnight I heard him cry out, Loxp Jesus 

CaRisT break this hard heart of mine. | 
2. But J hope this is not the caſe of you all; no, there 
are ſome of you ſick, but poor ſouls ye are not ſick 
enough. I believe there 1s a great many of you, ye 
have gotten deſires to go to heaven, and who has not? 
Hell, ſays a good divine, 1s paved with good inten- 
tions, Perhaps there is not an adult perſon in hell but 
what deſired to go to heaven once; and what are your 
deſires, but the deſires of a ſluggard, that has a mind 
to riſe in a cold froſty morning, but when he ſets his 
head out of his bed, he feels it cold, and therefore 
thinks beſt to lie down again. That is the caſe of a 
great many; ye have got an impreſſion at a ſermon, 
and ſay ye, I will curſe no more; I will whore no 
more; I will turn over a new leaf, and be very good; 
but within a quarter of an hour a merry companion 
comes and calls you to your cups, and then ye forget 
your reſolutions, and go on ſinning and repenting till 
death come upon you, and then ye find yourſelves in 
hell before ye are aware. Is not this the caſe of too 
many of you ? 'Then give me leave to tell you, though 
ye be /ick ye are not ſicł enough, ye are not thoroughly 
awakened; ye have got a faint deſire of being /aved ; 
but the leaſt puff of wind blows it out : I pray Gop 
increaſe it to a hunger and a thirſt ; I pray Gop that 
his arrows may ſo ſtick in your heart, that none but 
the Lox o Jesus CHRIST may pull them out. | 
3. I hope this zs the caſe of ſome of you: Methinks 
J hear ſome of you ſaying to me, You have been talking 
of the ſick, that is the caſe which toucheth ue; I have 
been awakened; I feel an hell in my ſoul; I feel I 
have no righteouſneſs of mine own, my fins ſtare me 
in the face; my corruptions have dominion over me; 
I find I cannot believe in the Loxp JESUS CHRIST; 
I want Faith; I want a phy/ician ; what do ye an 

| WI 


will become of me? I am afraid I ſhall be damned; I 
am afraid I ſhall go to hell; I am afraid the Load 
Jesus CHRIST will never look down upon my poor 
ſoul : I am afraid I am in a deſperate condition; T am 
afraid my caſe is incurable; I am afraid there never 
was ſuch a perſon as me in the world; I am #4, I have 
committed ſo many fins, I have committed them fo 
long, againſt light, againſt love, againſt every thing en- 
dearing, that I am afraid Gop will have zo mercy upon 
me. This was the caſe of that great and good man, 
that good ſoldier of the king, and that good ſoldier of 
the Loxp Jesus CaurisT, Col. Gardiner, that when 
Gop was pleaſed to touch his heart, and give him a 
ſenſe of fin, he thought his fins were ſo great, ſo many, 
ſo aggravated, of ſuch a deep and crimſon dye, that he 
thought Gop could not be juſt unleſs he damned his 
ſoul, till the ſpirit of Gop cleared up the gofpel in 
his heart: He then found that Gop could be "oft and 
yet juſtify the ungodly. Are any of you weary and 
heavy laden? Well, what ſhall I fay to you? Shall I 
pour gall and vinegar into your wounds? God forbid. 
Shall I add affliction to the afflicted? Gop forbid. No, 
my dear friends, I will encourage you. How fhall I 
encourage you? I will encourage you to lay yourſelves 
at the feet of the dear Is us: And as I defired thoſe to 
come to him, that were whole-hearted, to have a 
broken heart; ſo you that are broken-hearted, I would 
have you come to him, to have your poor wounded 
ſouls healed. Hark what he ſays, come do not let an- 
belief forget that dear, that little, that great word, All, 
Come all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will 
give you reſt, Come to this wonderful phyſician, the 
Lox D JESUS CHRIST. Did any that are fick of this 
diſeaſe come to him: I am perſuaded the bleſſed JESUS 
would comfort each of you, though you were ſinners, 
harlots, murderers of fathers and of mothers, the bleſſed 
and glorious Jesus would come into you. O come, 
then come to this great phyſician, he will cure you 
gratis. Perhaps ſome of you may ſay, I am ſick, but 
I am poor, I have nothing to pay the phyſician ; but 
the LoxD Jesvs will cure you for nothing, if ye will 
come to him, his grace 1s free, Ho! every one that 
. | | thirſteth 
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thirſterh let him come to a free market; come and 
buy, but its ſomething that the poor may buy without 


money, and without price. And he is a phyſician that 


will cure you inſtantaneouſly; one touch will do the 
buſineſs, if ye can but touch the hem of his garment, 


ye ſhall be made perfectly whole, if ye can exert one 


act of faith upon the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, this 
great phyſician, ye ſhall be made whole, and perfectly 


whole. There are no incurables in CRRIST's hoſpital, 


but as {in the days of his fleſh, they brought all ſorts. 
of people to him, and they were healed of whatever 
diſcaſe they had; ſo if ye come to the Loxp Jesvs 
CHRIST, he will heal you, if ye had been ſick forty, - 
fifty, or ſixty years, the Lox D JEsus CarisT can 


make you whole. Come then, as the poor leper did, 


Lok p, if thou wilt, thou canſt make me whole. CHRIST 


will reach out his hand, the Lox D Jesus CHRIST will 
make thee clean. | | 

4. Some of you here, I hope know this by happy 
experience ; ſome of you have come to this ſpiritual 


phyſician ; ſome of you in ſome ſenſe are made perfe&- 


ly whole, I mean, by grace made partakers of the righ- 


teouſneſs of this great phyſician : But then, I am ſure 
ye will agree with me in this, though you have got 


an intereſt in CHRIST, ye are ſick of a wicked heart, 
ſick of {indwelling ſin, ſick of corruption that yet re- 
mains in your ſoul ; this makes you groan, this makes 
you cry, Who will deliver me from this body of fin 
and death, Come, thou poor believer, come thou 
poor diſtreſſed creature, that finds the remains of unbe- 
lief, come, and as thou haſt received this phyſician, 


received the Lox Dp JESUS CHRIST, walk in him; he 


that hath begun, will carry on the good work in thy 
heart; the Lord JESUS CHRISTH will never leave thee; 


never forſake thee, till he hath brought thee to heaven. 
He hath engaged to his father to bring thee home; he 
hath pawned his blood to bring thee to heaven. Though 


thou haſt now got a hell in thee, though thou art com- 


plaining that the enemy is broke in upon thee like a 
flood, though the ſpark of grace is like a ſpark of fire 
amidſt an ocean of water, yet the Lox D CHRIST will 
ſuffer nothing to pluck thee out of his hand, Thou 
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art ſick of this thing and that thing, yet, believer, 
come up hither, come to mount P?/gah, take a view of 
the promiſed land, where the inhabitants ſhall never ſay 
Tam ck. There are many manſions in your heavenly 
father's houſe. And that blefſed phyfician who has 


already done ſo much for you, he will yet do infinitely 


more ; and ſhortly you ſhall get to heaven, and there 
ſhall have nothing, to do but ſpend an eternity in 


praiſing this phyſician, Would to Gop all of you 


loved him; would to Gop all of you 4zew him; if ye 
did, ye would love him: The Lorp recommend him 


to you all. May you that are a /iztle fick be made more 


fick; you that are fick be made whole ; and as to you 
that are made whole, may that work of Gop be carried 
on till it be finiſhed in heaven, where we ſhall never be 
fick any more. Amen, and Amen. 
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